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Not very long ago, Arizonans learned in segregated schools and
ate at segregated lunch counters. Some were refused entry into
other public places based on race. Economic disparity, deed
restrictions and discriminatory attitudes often prevented minorities
from owning homes or living in the neighborhood of their choice.
Across Arizona and much of the nation, when minorities wanted
to buy or rent, they were often told they were not welcome or
were steered to other neighborhoods.

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the enactment of the
Fair Housing Act as part of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. The goal
of the Fair Housing Act is to eliminate discrimination. Substantial
progress has been made toward achieving that goal, but we still
have much work ahead in Arizona.

The Attorney General s Of ce sees new cases every week
alleging housing discrimination on the basis of race, family status
and disability. Our efforts to investigate and resolve these cases
receive crucial support from the Arizona Fair Housing Partnership,
which brings together government, real estate professionals,
housing providers, lenders, nonpro ts and advocacy groups.

Some housing discrimination violations take place because
people are unaware of fair housing laws. Others are deliberate
acts of discrimination. Whatever the reason, we are working
toward the day when fair housing in Arizona is no longer a goal
but a reality.

| will continue to work hard to ensure vigorous enforcement

of fair housing laws and to make sure that consumers, private
landowners, homeowner associations, property management
companies, real estate professionals, RV parks and landlords
understand the fair housing laws and know where to turn for
information or to report a violation. This guide to fair housing,
along with other materials published by my Of ce, is designed
to help eliminate instances of housing discrimination and to
assist victims of discrimination. If your organization would like a
presentation on fair housing laws, please contact the Attorney
General s Community Services Program at 602.542.2123 or e
communityservices@azag.gov. For more information, visit the
Attorney General s Web site at www.azag.gov.

Sincerely,
—_—
Terry Goddard
Arizona Attorney General ame s St







