
Housing Quality Standards (HQS) Inspections
Landlord Tip Sheet

Following is a list of items that frequently cause HQS Inspections to fail.  We recommend that you
conduct your own inspection of the unit prior to the HQS Inspection to ensure that your unit is ready.

Electrical
Make sure that the electricity is on in the unit prior to the HQS Inspection!

♦ Improper types of wiring, connections or insulation
♦ Wires lying in or located near standing water or other unsafe places
♦ Missing light fixtures such as globes or other covers
♦ Missing or cracked cover plates on switches or outlets
♦ Exposed fuse box connections
♦ Smoke detectors must be installed and operational

Plumbing
♦ Missing or incorrectly installed discharge lines on water heaters – discharge line must be directed

toward the ground (with the flow of gravity) and must extend to within 6 inches from the ground
♦ Jammed or inoperable garbage disposals
♦ Missing valve handles
♦ Leaky water fixtures and/or showerheads
♦ Plugged drains for sinks, tubs, commodes

Windows and Doors
♦ Windows that are designed to be opened that do not lock - Thumb locks are acceptable
♦ Broken or cracked windows and/or window panes
♦ Bathroom doors that do not lock
♦ Window coverings that do not operate as designed – i.e., mini blinds, vertical blinds, etc.
♦ Doors / door knobs that are unaligned, do not latch, and/or are missing the striker plate
♦ Cracked or broken door jambs

Flooring
♦ Carpet / vinyl that is lifted or damaged creating a tripping hazard

Kitchen / Appliances
♦ Inoperable burners on stove
♦ Knobs or handles missing on stoves and refrigerators

Exterior
♦ Chipped and/or peeling paint
♦ Dilapidated fences and/or gates
♦ Debris and overgrowth of grass and shrubbery

All design elements must be present and operate as designed!

If you have questions about the HQS Inspection process, please contact our office at 602-265-4640 or 1-
877-HOMINC1 or visit our web site at www.hominc.com.  Re-inspections for failed units cost time and
money for you, the tenant and HOM, Inc.  Help all of us by making sure your unit will pass the HQS
Inspection the first time!


